
DIRECT, INDIRECT, AND CUMULATIVE EFFECTS 
-- Preliminary Agenda -- 

Day 1 
  8:30  - 9:00 Participant Introductions and Expectations, and Overview of Course -- Faris 

and Canter 
 
  9:00 - 10:00 Effects Analyses as Incorporated within NEPA, the CEQ Regulations, the 40 

Most Asked Questions, NAO 216-6, MSA National Standards, and Related 
Laws and Executive Orders -- Briefcase Packet -- Canter 

 
10:00 - 10:15 Break 
 
10:00 - 11:00 Process Requirements: The Required Parts of an EIS, Public Review 

Periods, and Filing Steps.  Overview on how we get it all done. -- Faris 
 
11:00 - 12:00 Workshop on a Completeness Review for an EIS, Including Attention to 

Effects Analyses within the Executive Summary, Chs.1-4, and ROD -- 
Workshop Instructions -- Canter, Atkinson, and Faris 

 
12:00 - 1:00 Lunch 
 
  1:00 - 2:00 Determination of Impacts (Effects) and the Concept of Significance 

Determination -- Faris 
  
  2:00 - 3:00 Examples of Effects Displays when Addressing Environmental 

Consequences -- Atkinson 
 
  3:00 - 3:15  Break 
 
  3:15 - 4:30 Workshop on the Comparative Advantages and Disadvantages of Various 

Displays, Including the Use of Conceptual Models and Related 
Documentation -- Workshop Instructions -- Canter, Faris, and Atkinson 

 
Day 2 
  8:30 -9:45 Principles of and Procedures for Cumulative Effects Analysis (CEA) (generic 

principles and concepts, relationship to EIA, and generic steps and 
application to EAs, EISs, and PEISs) -- Ch. 1 and 2 -- Canter 

 
  9:45- 10:00  Break 
 
10:00 - 11:15  Workshop on Information Sources for Addressing CEA in NMFS-Related 

Impact Studies (use of the Atlantic Bluefish as an example) -- Workshop 
Instructions -- Atkinson and Canter 

 
11:15 - 12:00  NMFS’ Incorporation of CEA within NEPA Documents (EISs, EAs) -- Canter 
 
12:00 - 1:00 Lunch 
 
  1:00 - 2:00  Identifying and Analyzing Reasonably Foreseeable Future Actions 

(terminology, review of court cases, conservative “8 step” method, and 
examples of approaches) -- Ch. 3 and Reference Materials -- Atkinson and 



Canter 
 
  2:00 - 3:00   Workshop on Developing a Plan to Address Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative 

Effects on Rockfish -- Part I -- Workshop Instructions -- Faris, Canter, and 
Atkinson 

 
  3:00 - 3:15 Break 
 
  3:15 - 4:30  Identification Methods for Developing Cause-Effect Relationships Between 

Actions and Resources and Ecosystems (desirable features, comparative 
reviews, and examples of methods) and Prediction Methods for Direct, 
Indirect, and Cumulative Effects (indicators, descriptive approaches, stock 
assessment modeling, scientific literature, etc.) -- Reference Materials -- 
Atkinson and Canter 

 
Day 3 
  8:30 -9:00 Addressing Cumulative Effects Within Impact Study Documents (key issues 

to address, single CEA chapter versus integrated within other chapters, and 
“rolling” documents) -- Ch. 12 -- Canter 

 
  9:00 -9:45  Examples of Court Cases Related to CEA, Including PCFFA v. NMFS -- 

Reference Materials -- Canter 
 
  9:45 -10:00  Break 
 
10:00 -11:00  Workshop on Review of a Court Case Involving EAs Which Address Direct, 

Indirect, and Cumulative Effects of Casinos Along the Mississippi Gulf Coast -
- Workshop Instructions  – Atkinson 

 
11:00 - 12:00  Workshop on Developing a Plan to Address Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative 

Effects on Rockfish -- Part II -- Workshop Instructions -- Faris, Canter, and 
Atkinson 

 
12:00 -1:00  Lunch 
 
  1:00 - 1:45  Addressing Incomplete, Unavailable, and New Information in the NEPA 

Process -- Canter and Atkinson 
 
  1:45 - 2:45  Workshop on Natural Resources Defense Council, Plaintiffs, v. Donald 

Evans, Defendants (March 2003) -- Example of Tilefish -- Workshop 
Instructions -- Atkinson and Faris 

 
  2:45 - 3:00  Break 
 
  3:00 - 4:00  NEPA Perceptions and Misperceptions, Challenges, Problem-Solving and 

Potential Professional Benefits for the NEPA Analyst -- Class Discussion -- 
Faris, Canter, and Atkinson  

 
  4:00 - 4:30  Course Summary and Evaluation -- Faris and Canter 
  


